proved that the maker of the portrait was indeed Thomas van der Wilt.
More important to us, however, is that the portrayed man was identified as Hendrik van Deventer (1651-1724), a renowned Dutch obstetrician. An engraving by P Bouttats after a design by Thomas van der Wilt provided the key to the identification (Figure 2 ). It shows a man at half length in an oval with the subscript ' The man on the print has a striking resemblance to the one in the newly discovered portrait by Thomas van der Wilt. Like Mauriceau and Celsus long before, he described the differences between male and female pelves, pointing out that the female pelvis is wider to allow the birth of a child. Probably it was his original training in orthopaedics that made him concentrate on the bony pelvis, as he was the first ' MANET POST FUNERA VERUM' (I will pass away, but the truth will remain). The fact that his portrait by Thomas van der Wilt has survived the ages has importance both for the history of art and for the history of obstetrics and gynaecology.
